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ASCEND

Aerospace Supply Chain
El Paso Network for Defense
The ASCEND program (Aerospace Supply Chain El Paso Network for Defense) is a strategic
initiative funded by the Economic Development Administration (EDA) for the City of El Paso and
the UTEP Aerospace Center. Through the Build Back Better Regional Challenge (BBBRC)
program, which provides zero-cost expert consulting and training, it is supported by the United
States-Mexico Foundation for Science (FUMEC) along with regional partners.

Small- and medium-sized manufacturers (SMMs) are invited to join our development program,
which will elevate their operational readiness and secure direct connections with the industry:
OEMs, Tier primes, and public & private defense agencies

Expanding Global Demand: Capitalize on the long-term stability of a market exceeding
28,000 commercial aircraft and 54,000 military platforms with 15-to-35-year
procurement cycles.

Nearshoring & Supply Chain Resilience: Respond to the urgent demand for import

substitution and supply chain security across North America as a certified local supplier.

Zero Cost Benefits: Gain access to international specialized consultants, training, and
strategic tools to increase your opportunities to grow into the A&D supply chain.
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PHASE 1 PHASE 2 PHASE 3 PHASE 4

Registration & Executive Training & Networking &
Maturity Assessment Diagnostic Sessions Mentorship Key Events

Month 2 Months 3-4 Months 5-6

Zero-Cost Institutional

Funded by the U.S. EDA and the City of El Paso through the BBBRC West Texas Aerospace and
Defense Coalition, the ASCEND project delivers expert consulting, diagnostics, and specialized
training tailored for accepted SMMs. Apply today to elevate your manufacturing capabilities.

Participant Commitment: Dedicated leadership time for assessment, training and consulting
activities, as well as travel/logistics for select in-person trade missions.

The Opportunity: Partner with elite global consultants to accelerate your entry into the A&D
supply chain and anchor your business in North America's premier manufacturing hub.

SUBSCRIBE www.usmfs.org/ascend/assessment

@ www.usmfs.org
www.fumec.org
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